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THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE 
 
 
 
Members Present 
 
Mary Albrecht, David Anderson, Vincent Anfara, Ben Bates, Marianne Breinig, Ralph 
Brockett, Tom Burman, Charles Collins, Don Cox, Ann Fairhurst, James Foggin,  
Paul Frymier, James Gehlhar, Tom George, David Golden, Andrew Haddow, George  
Hoemann, Barbara Klinkhammer, Karen Levy, Anne Mayhew, Sandra McGuire, Sally 
McMillan, Matthew Murray, Stefanie Ohnesorg, John Orme, Mary E. Papke, Masood 
Parang, Linda Phillips, Lloyd Rinehart, Susan Smith, John Wodarski, Michael Zemel. 
 
The Graduate Council meeting was called to order by Stefanie Ohnesorg, Chair, on 
Thursday, February 2, 2006, at 3:00 p.m. in the 8th Floor Conference Room of Hodges 
Library. 
 
 
1. Minutes of the Preceding Meeting 
 

The minutes of the November 17, 2005 meeting were approved. 
 

2. Committee Reports 
 
Academic Policy Committee
 
Matthew Murray, Academic Policy Committee Chair, presented the report from the 
January 19, 2006 meeting.  
 
An informational item was presented to the Council concerning sections of the Graduate 
Catalog that will be deleted.  The following headings and content under those headings 
will be deleted from the 2006-2007 Graduate Catalog:  Policy for the Administration of 
Graduate Assistantships; Dining Services; Housing; and Parking Services.  A note will 
be added in the Graduate Catalog to replace the policy on the administration of graduate 
assistantships explaining that a brochure containing policy and best practices is 
available from the Office of Graduate Studies. 

 
The Academic Policy Committee presented recommendations to Council for approval on 
the following policies: 

 
• Minimum Score on the Internet-based TOEFL Score. 
 

REVISE the policy statement in the 2005-2006 Graduate Catalog, page 24, first   
column, to include a minimum score for the new Internet-based test as follows: 

 
English Certification 

 
 Any person whose native language is not English must submit results of the Test of 

English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL).  A minimum score of 213 on the computer-
based test, 550 on the paper test, or 80 on the Internet-based Test typically with a 
score of 20 on each of the sections of the test (reading, listening, writing, and  
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 speaking) is required for admission consideration.  Some programs require higher 
scores. . .  
 
 Effective Date:    Fall 2006 
 
 Graduate Council approved the change. 

 
• Requirement of Electronic Theses and Dissertations. 

 
 Theses and dissertations will be accepted for submission in electronic form only.    
Paper copies will no longer be accepted.   

 
Effective Date:   Fall 2007 with appropriate changes made to the Guide for the 
Preparation of Theses and Dissertations and to the Graduate Catalog. 
 
 Graduate Council approved the change. 
 

• Change in Policy on Thesis/Dissertation Abstracts and Titles. 
 

Thesis and dissertation abstracts should not exceed 350 words.   
Scientific or mathematical symbols will not be allowed in the title or abstract of theses 
or dissertations. 

 
Effective Date:  Fall 2006 with publication in the Guide for the Preparation of Theses  
and Dissertations. 
 
Graduate Council voted to not approve the change.  Council recommended that the 
change in policy be referred back to the Academic Policy Committee for further 
discussion. 

 
 
Credentials Committee
 
Michael Zemel, Credentials Committee Chair, presented the report from the January 12, 
2006 meeting.  Council approved the requests for faculty to be approved to direct 
doctoral dissertations as listed (Attachment 1).   
 
In addition, the Committee recommended two changes to the Credentials Committee 
Bylaws: 
 
• The Credentials Committee requested that a statement be added to the Committee 

Bylaws indicating that a simple majority of the committee present be required for 
recommendations to Council on approval to direct dissertations. 
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• The Committee asked that clarification be included in the Credentials Committee 
Bylaws to require that when requesting approval to direct dissertations for faculty 
falling in guidelines # 1 and # 5, department heads include faculty voting records 
that report votes for, against and abstaining. 

 
Council voted to approve the changes. 
 
Curriculum Committee
 
David Golden, Curriculum Committee Chair, presented the report from the January 19, 
2006 meeting.   Council approved the recommendations as presented (Attachment 2). 
 
 

3. New Business 
 

No new business. 
 
 
4. Administrative Reports and Announcements 

 
Graduate Dean’s Report – Anne Mayhew  
 
• The Spring 2006 Graduate Coordinators’ Workshop is being held on Thursday, 

February 9, from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. in the Shiloh Room of the University Center.   
 
• The deadline for departments to submit fellowship applications for graduate students 

is Friday, March 10, 2006.   
 
• Rose Ann Trantham, Director of Graduate and International Admissions, is retiring 

on February 17, 2006.  A reception will be held on February 16, 2006 from 2:00 to 
4:00 p.m. in the 8th Floor Board Room of Andy Holt Tower. 

 
Mayhew led the Council in a round of applause for Trantham to recognize the 
contributions she had made in 32 years of service to UTK. 

 
Graduate Student Senate (GSS) – Andrew Haddow  
 
• GSS will attend the next Academic Affairs Committee meeting and request that the 

EEO/AA policy statement for the University of TN campus be amended and the TN 
Lottery be considered as a possible resource for funding avenues for graduate 
students; GSS will attend the next Student Affairs Committee and submit a proposal 
for a “centralized resource of funding avenues for graduate students” be developed 
in addition to the Graduate Studies Webpage.   

 
• Previous items reported to Council were reviewed:  the proposal for a UT pharmacy 

being established on campus based at the Student Health Clinic; the completion of 
the web-based travel fund application process, Summer 2006; and the closing of  
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• Kingston Apartment housing; a proposed graduate students’ bill of rights being 

established and included in the Hilltopics publication.  
 
Graduate Council Chair’s Report – Stefanie Ohnesorg 

 
• Nominating Committee. 
 

Members of the Nominating Committee are:  Marianne Breinig (Chair); Nan Gaylord; 
and David Golden.  The committee will bring forward nominations for Graduate 
Council Chair for the March 9, 2006 meeting of Graduate Council. 
 

• Request for Review of Terminal Degree Status on Master of Fine Arts Degree. 
 

Beauvais Lyons, former Graduate Coordinator for the School of Art, requested that 
the Graduate Council pursue steps to regard the Master of Fine Arts degree as equal 
to other terminal degrees, such as doctoral degrees.  Ohnesorg requested that the 
Credentials Committee review Lyons’ request. 
 

• Request for Review of Graduate Grading Scales. 
 

A faculty member requested that the Council consider changing graduate grading 
scales to include minus grades.  Discussion for a revision of grading scales will be 
forwarded to the Academic Policy Committee with a note that other programming 
implementation already planned for student records requires about two years of lead 
time for any new changes to be considered. 

 
 
With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Tammy L. Barnhart 
Secretary to Graduate Council 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
APPROVAL TO DIRECT DOCTORAL DISSERTATIONS 

 
 
 
 

 
Baek, Seung 
Assistant Professor 

Comparative & 
Experimental Medicine Approved until tenure 

Hallam, Rena  
Assistant Professor Child & Family Studies Approved until tenure 

Onami, Thandi  
Assistant Professor Microbiology Approved until tenure 

Strayhorn, Terrell 
Assistant Professor 

Educational Psychology 
& Counseling Approved until tenure 

 
 
 
 
Goslee, David  
Professor English 10 Years 

Patton, Sharon 
Professor 

Comparative & 
Experimental Medicine 10 Years 

 
   

 
 

Carroll, Roger  
Professor, Graduate 
School of Medicine 

Comparative & 
Experimental Medicine 5 Years 

Ichiki, Al  
Professor, Graduate 
School of Medicine 

Comparative & 
Experimental Medicine 5 Years 

Jouline, Igor 
 UT/ORNL Faculty 
Affiliate 

Microbiology 5 Years 

Karlstad, Michael 
Professor, Graduate 
School of Medicine 

Comparative & 
Experimental Medicine 5 Years 

CONTINUING Approval of Faculty with Tenure 

INITIAL/CONTINUING Approval of Non Tenure Faculty/Staff 

INITIAL Approval of Tenure-Track Faculty without Tenure (Probationary) 
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Kennel, Stephen  
Associate Professor, 
Graduate School of 
Medicine 

Comparative & 
Experimental Medicine 5 Years 

Matteson, Karla  
Associate Professor, 
Graduate School of 
Medicine 

Comparative & 
Experimental Medicine 5 Years 

Norby, Richard 
UT/ORNL Faculty 
Affiliate 

Ecology & Evolutionary 
Biology 5 Years 

Wetzel, Ron  
Professor, Graduate 
School of Medicine 

Comparative & 
Experimental Medicine 5 Years 

Wimalasena, Jay 
Professor, Graduate 
School of Medicine 

Comparative & 
Experimental Medicine 5 Years 
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