
THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE

REQUEST FOR ELECTRONICALLY-MEDIATED  FORMAT COURSE*

FOR THE GRADUATE COUNCIL

(*See Definitions of Terms on next page)

New graduate courses or graduate courses currently offered in a traditional format that are to be taught in an electronically-mediated format must be approved by the Graduate Council. Electronic-mediated courses are those that use internet- or video-based components as a significant means of distributing information and creating and managing student-instructor interaction. These courses may or may not fall within the standard timetable established by the University.

INSTRUCTIONS:  This form and a course syllabus should be submitted to the dean of your college.  Check with your college for submission deadlines. 
DATE SUBMITTED:

CONTACT: 

· Academic Unit:
· Person:

· Tel.#:

· E-mail:

COLLEGE:   


 

ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE: 
COURSE INFORMATION:

· Course Number:

· Credit Hours:

· Course Title (as listed in Catalog):

· Instructor:

· Number of Credit Hours to be Awarded:

· Total Number of Weeks:

· Total Expected Student Time Commitment (See Definitions of Terms on next page.):

· Course Designation (Technology-Enhanced or Tennessee-Online.  See Definitions of Terms on next page.):

· Course Description:
· Student Site Requirements (for example: on campus three times a week, on campus once a week and access to on- or off-campus synchronous video twice a week, etc.):
EFFECTIVE TERM (Spring 2003, etc.):

PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING SUPPORTING INFORMATION:

· What is the nature and quantity of structured student/instructor interaction?   (For example: 3 hrs. classroom lecture each week, asynchronous video 3 hrs per week and scheduled internet discussion groups 2 hrs. each week, etc.)

· What is the nature and quantity of structured student/student interaction?   (For example: scheduled internet student discussion groups, etc.)

· Can course be used in partial fulfillment of degree requirements?  If no, explain.

· Explain why the mode of course delivery is suitable for the subject matter.

· How will student learning be evaluated?  
· Does the course cover the same amount of material as a comparable standard format (classroom) course? If no, explain. 
PLEASE  ATTACH A SYLLABUS WITH COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND ATTENDANCE POLICY.

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS

The following definitions of terms are based on the approved recommendations of the 2000 Information Technology Task Force Committee Report.

1 Definitions of Electronic-Mediated Courses/Categories 

Technologies such as the World Wide Web, threaded discussions, bulletin boards, and e-mail may be integrated in any course offered at UT. Students who enroll in UT classes are expected to have access to computers and the Internet and possess basic skills in e-mail usage, word processing and use of the internet. Ports are provided on campus in classrooms, labs and residence halls. A limited number of computers are available on campus in labs for student use. Students should be so notified of our expectations and provisions in the University's catalogs and timetables. The following designations for electronic-mediated courses are used in the “Request for Electronically-Mediated Format Course for the Graduate Council”:

Technology-Enhanced Course (TE)
Tennessee Online Course (TN)
Correspond Online Course (CO)

TE and TN courses are appropriate for consideration by the Graduate Council. CO courses are correspondence courses and are not permitted for graduate credit. Their definition is included here solely as a guide. 

Technology-Enhanced Course (TE-course) 
Technology-enhanced courses (TE-courses) are delivered using a hybrid of modalities. While these courses generally do not require regularly scheduled classroom attendance, residence sessions may be required for examinations or to conduct labs, seminars or provide specialized instruction as appropriate to the course. These courses have highly interactive online learning activities with a cohort group, including discussions, group projects, or other exercises that stimulate critical thinking and concept application. The student will complete the course requirements and keep in touch with the instructor and classmates using a variety of communication modes including, for example, e-mail, interactive compressed video conferencing, videotapes, computer and video conferencing, Internet/World Wide Web resources, printed materials, postal service, fax, and telephone. 

Course information regarding delivery modality(s), technology and computer competency requirements, weekly online commitments, and scheduled residency or synchronous class sessions will be available via the online master (term) Timetable.

These courses have specific start and end dates, generally within the traditional semester framework. The faculty/institution have primary control over the pace of the course. The courses carry the same academic credits as traditional courses offered in a face-to-face format and may be used toward total credit hours for tuition purposes. 

Tennessee Online Courses (TN-course)

Tennessee Online courses are those that use internet-based components as the principal means of distributing information and creating and managing interaction Communication and interaction is via e-mail and discussion forums with an instructor and cohort group. Highly interactive online activities are carried out in an asynchronous format, meaning students can read and post online messages at any time during the defined activity period. Class attendance is not required. These courses generally follow the University calendar and meet the same credit stipulations as on-campus courses. 
Correspond Online Course (CO-course) 
Students may enroll at any time through the Department of Independent Study for Correspond Online courses. Students begin work on the course and progress through assignments in a self-paced mode, giving them primary control over the pace, time and location of the course. Though traditionally print-based in format, assignments and course materials for the self-paced Correspond Online courses may be delivered and submitted via e-mail or the Internet as well as by fax, postal or courier service. Final examinations must be taken under supervision at an approved testing site. Program requirements dictate if, or how many, of the self-paced courses are accepted toward the undergraduate degree. These courses are subject to the same policies as the traditional correspondence courses.

2 Definition of Time Commitment 
Graduate policies currently require that the number of contact hours should never be fewer than the equivalent of one hour per week during the term for each hour of credit awarded, (i.e. 15 total hours per semester hour); for every contact hour, there should be at least two hours of student preparation; and that for each hour of graduate credit under the semester system, there should be a minimum elapsed time of one week. These requirements are designed to allow for substantive and meaningful interaction between the faculty member and student. The term “Contact Hours” has traditionally meant that students and instructors were face-to-face at a common geographical site. In the distributed earning environment, this will be replaced by courses requiring a hybrid of delivery styles. 

The terms “Time Commitment” for Technology-Enhanced and Tennessee Online courses at the graduate and undergraduate level, in place of “Contact Hours” currently used for traditional face-to-face graduate courses. Further, for a 3-credit hour course, students would be expected to commit at least 9 hours per week in reading, group discussion, and application exercises for an asynchronous electronic course.

3 Asynchronous and Synchronous Communication 
In the context of the “Request for Electronically-Mediated Format Course for the Graduate Council,” synchronous communication is that which allows for instantaneous exchange of visual and auditory information between the instructor and students and between students. Asynchronous communication from the instructor to the student does not allow for an immediate exchange of information between the student and instruction. Videotaped lectures or one-way video and audio streamed over the internet are examples of asynchronous communication. 
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